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 Dunn, of Major Peake's sudd-cutting expedition, who was up the Zaraf
 shooting.

 It was difficult to realize that it was at last over. From the Sobat to

 Cairo was covered in a fortnight of wild hospitality, a distance equal to
 that which had necessitated eighteen months of weary toil. The maps
 were worked out with a watch and prismatic compass and aneroid; to
 regulate my errors, I took Usambara, Vichumbi, and Katwe as fixed
 points. We were unfortunate in having to leave our theodolite behind
 for lack of transport, and in losing our sextant and boiling-point thermo-
 meter in a raid that the Waruanda made on us one night at the begin-
 ning of our trip. The exceedingly hilly nature of part of the country
 traversed added to the difficulty of judging distance covered. However,
 I trust that the maps will more or less serve the purpose for which I in-
 tended them-that of clearly showing what difficulties the railway and
 telegraph will have to contend with-such as physical features, labour,
 and supplies. The immense difficulties of transport, and the work
 entailed in keeping a caravan thoroughly in hand, which is so essen-
 tial when travelling without an armed force, precluded all possibility
 of making collections; and our photographic apparatus was spoilt by
 the negligence of the transport company that undertook its delivery.
 We are proud to be able to say that on one single occasion only we
 found it necessary to take food from the natives; they had all fled, and
 I took out ten men and cut about thirty bunches of bananas. I have
 always believed that more can be done with natives by tact and firmness
 than by a display of force, which makes them believe that their country
 is threatened; and certainly they nowhere imagined that we, with our
 ten rifles, had any warlike intentions. On only two occasions was I
 compelled to take life, and that in self-defence when actually attacked.
 Attacking people in case they may attack you, I have seen recommended,
 but I think it a superfluous and questionable precaution. Even the
 people of whom Sir Henry Stanley writes, "Marching to Wadelai would
 only be a useless waste of ammunition," I found perfectly tractable, and

 that although they have since his visit been subjected to the disturbing
 influence of the Belgian raid on Kavalli, and of the twenty rounds that
 I took with me I found it unnecessary to use one.

 Before the reading of the paper, the PRESIDENT said: This evening we have the

 pleasure of welcoming our young friend Mr. Grogan, who has succeeded in making
 a most important and interesting journey from the Cape to the Mediterranean.
 That has been done by him for the first time, and so far as geographical work is
 concerned, he has much here to tell us, especially in the region north of Lake
 Tanganyika.

 After the reading of the paper, the following discussion took place:-
 The PRESIDENT: Mr. Grogan has mentioned to me the immense importance it

 was to him to have had such a travelling companion as Mr. Sharp, and he felt it
 as a great loss when Mr. Sharp had to leave him to return by way of Uganda.
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 We can imagine how important it must have been on such an expedition to have
 a good, well-tried companion. Mr. Sharp is here this evening, and perhaps he will
 address the meeting.

 Very often great travellers are too modest to address meetings of this kind,
 but we have present this evening the members of an international convention,
 which I believe is assembled in London at present in order to take some inter-
 national measures to prevent the total extirpation of will animals in Africa;
 already three, beside the quagga, are extinct. Amongst other delegates we have
 one of the greatest of African travellers, Major Wissmann, and I trust that he,
 taking so deep an interest in Mr. Grogan's journey, will address a few words to us.

 Major WISSMANN: The only fault I can find with the lecture we have just
 heard is that it was too short. We should all have liked to have heard more

 details about these interesting travels and observations. You can imagine how
 eagerly I look forward to some detailed description, because Mr. Grogan touched,
 going from the Zambezi to the north of Tanganyika, my tracks of 1881, 1887, and
 1892. We may all, I think, congratulate Mr. Grogan on his great ability in
 dealing with the natives. The idea that first journeys are always the most
 dangerous is wrong; at least, I have always travelled more safely where no other
 European or Arab has been before me. The first contact with the new civilization
 is not always the test for the savages. The way in which Mr. Grogaa has travelled
 through the countries of tribes bearing a very bad reputation is surprising. The
 famous Mfumbiro, which Mr. Grogan maintains exists only in the imagination of
 British statesmen, has been found by a German traveller, or rather its name was
 recognized, because I think Mr. Grogan saw the mountain under another name.

 The PRESIDENT: We have also a very illustrious French traveller present. I
 am afraid he is not very conversant with our language, but if Captain Binger, who
 has done so much important work on the Niger, cares to address us in French, we
 shall be glad to welcome him here this evening.

 We must all have listened to Mr. Grogan's paper with great interest. He has
 made a most remarkable journey; he is the first to go over that enormously long line
 of country which is eventually to carry a railroad, but I am afraid, from the diffi-
 culties he has described, that it will be a long time hence. In the meanwhile, Mr.
 Grogan has made a most remarkable journey; much of his work is of great interest
 and new to us, including that swamp he visited on the Chambezi, and the extremely
 interesting description he has given us of that previously unknown, or almost un-
 known, volcanic region to the south of the Albert Edward lake. He deserves the
 greatest credit for the observations he has made, and the care he has taken in
 making notes of all he has seen of interest to geographers. So young a man-for he
 is only twenty-five years of age-may look forward to a long career as a geographical
 explorer. I am sure you will wish me to express to him your thanks for his paper
 and the interesting photographs; also to express a hope that it will not be a very
 long time hence before he comes to us with another paper if possible of still greater
 interest and importance. It will be a very great mistake indeed for us to suppose
 that there is nothing left to discover. There are vast regions in all quarters of the
 globe besides the arctic and antarctic regions which are entirely unknown, and I
 look forward to such young men as Mr. Grogan to vie with the geographers of other
 countries in exploring unknown regions.

 I have great pleasure in conveying to Mr. Grogan the thanks of the meeting for
 his most interesting paper.
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